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Greek Classical (500 BC - 300 BC)

Known for idealized images of the human 
form, red-figure and black-figure pottery, 

sculpture, and architecture. Roman Classical (500 BC - 450 AD)

Known for narrative art that realistically 
depicts figures and architecture.

Byzantine (500 - 1200)  

Known for mosaics and stylized, symbolic  
artwork that depicted Christian themes.

Celtic, Saxon, and Viking Art (600 - 900)

Known for illuminated manuscripts  
and intricate and ornate metalwork.Romanesque (1000 - 1300)

Known for art funded by religious 
patrons, lack of realism, high relief 

sculpture and stained glass.

Prehistoric (30,000 BC - 2500 BC)

Known for art created before the invention 
of written language and record-keeping, 

such as cave paintings and rock carvings.
Ancient Egyptian (3,000 BC - 300 AD)

Known for stylized portrayals of people and 
for objects that were used for religious and 
ceremonial purposes such as sarcophagi, 
canopic jars, and cartouches.

Gothic (1100 - 1500)

Known for religious sculpture, stained 
glass, and distinctive architecture that 
used such elements as pointed arches, 
flying buttresses, and rose windows.

Renaissance (1400 - 1525)

Known for a revival of classic Greek 
and Roman aesthetics, biblical  

and mythological subject matter, and 
realistic paintings and sculptures. Mannerism (1520 - 1600)

Known for exaggerated, distorted figures 
and complicated subject matter.Dutch Realism (1600 - 1700)

Known for small scale works often  
showing symbolic images and/or daily 

activities of common people. Baroque (1600 - 1700) 

Known for similar themes as the 
Renaissance but depicted with 
more movement, color, and drama.Rococo (1730 - 1800)

Known for works with a highly-decorative 
and frivolous feel, soft colors, and  

lighthearted subject matter.
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Romanticism (1770 - 1850) 

Known for its strong emotion, emphasis 
of the imagination, and revolt against 
social norms. Realism (1855 - 1900)

Known for depictions of real life  
situations with diverse subject matter. Impressionism (1860 - 1880)

Known for works that capture the effects  
of light on objects, using pure color and  
visible brushstrokes.Post-Impressionism (1885 - 1905) 

Known for thick applications of paint, 
distinctive brush strokes, and real-life 

subject matter. Fauvism (1900 - 1907)

Known for the use of intense color  
and pattern to depict simple subjects. Expressionism (1905 - 1933)

Known for artwork that expresses 
feelings and emotions through  

exaggerated brushstrokes and color. Cubism (1907 - 1922)

Known for the abandonment of perspective  
and for breaking subject matter into  
fragmented, geometric shapes.Futurism (1909 - 1930) 

Known for the depiction of advanced  
machinery and technology of the time. 

Dadaism (1915 - 1924)

Known for being the first conceptual art  
movement through the use of found objects.Surrealism (1920s - 1930s)

Known for the illustration of  
the subconscious mind and for  

dreamlike imagery.
Abstract Expressionism (1940s - 1950s)

Known for experimental paintings marked  
in common by freedom of technique, found  
in action painting, color field painting, and  
other non-objective work.Pop Art (1950s - 1960s)

Known for brightly-colored, bold work based 
on popular culture, media, and advertising.

Op Art (1960s and beyond)

Known for an abstract depiction  
of illusion through movement, pattern,  
and hidden images.

Postmodernism (1960s and beyond) 

Known for contradicting trends of  
modernism by merging high and low art 

forms. It encompasses a variety of broad ideas 
and breaks with most artistic traditions.

Contemporary (1980s and beyond) 

Known for a diverse collection of media,  
techniques, and subjects, this movement  
defies a simple definition. Contemporary  
artists consistently challenge our definition  
of what art can be. 

Neoclassicism (1770 - 1830)

Know for large-scale works with strong 
compositions depicting standards of  

ancient Greece and Rome. 
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